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INTRODUCTION 
Today in our series on prayer, we dwell with practices of prayer that help us 
grapple with evil and seek deliverance. In his prayer template, Jesus draws on 
ancient Judeo-liturgical tradition from the Psalms of lament…”deliver us.” Just 
as his Hebrew ancestors did before him, he calls on God to come, to stand 
with, to offer strength in time of trouble. The crowds take on this same chant, 
“save us” (hosanna) as Jesus processed along the entrance road to Jerusalem, 
hoping for justice. “Protection” is our focus about prayer today. How does our 
prayer help us wrestle with the evil we experience in the world?  
 

GATHERING 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
The Congregation stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked 
at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

P. Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
The congregation is seated. Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P. Let us confess our sin to God. Compassionate God, we confess to all our 
sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call 
us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell 
in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 
 
P. Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy 

burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father ☩ Son, and Holy 
Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. Amen. 



CENTERING AND INVOCATION 
P. We arrive fully into this moment, Holy One. We open to sense your 
presence among us. We hear you say,  
I will keep your life. 
We need you, Jesus, to help us. We come to you as your first disciples did.  
We hear you say,  
I will keep your life. 
Spirit of Divine Love, Come to us with your healing waters. We hear you say, 
I will keep your life. 
 
Centering us in the present moment let us sing together: 

 

P. You’re invited to simply hold your prayer beads in your hands. Feel your 
rhythms slow. Begin to feel the warmth of God’s love and protection spread  
within you, as tender as the beads in your hands. Breathe into a few moments 
of silence.  
 
Silence 
 
P. Take a deep breath. There is no hurt or harm that God can’t hold with you. 
We can tell the truth of our grappling with the evil around us and among us 
and how it impacts us. And we can cry out for help. God is here, with us, as 
close as these beads. Let us worship God, follow Christ, and revel in the Spirit 
of Presence in this place. Amen. 
 
Congregation stands 
 
GATHERING HYMN          Precious Lord, Take My Hand                             ELW 773 
                                                                                (printed in the back of the bulletin)                              
 



THE GREETING 
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. C. And also with you. 
 
KYRIE 
A. In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
C. Lord, have mercy. 
A. For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
C. Lord, have mercy. 
A. For the peace of the whole world, for the well being of the church of God, 
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
C. Lord, have mercy. 
A. For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let 
us pray to the Lord.  
C. Lord, have mercy. 
A. Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  
C. Amen 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE                                                                        

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P. Glorious God, your generosity waters the world with goodness, and you 
cover creation with abundance. Awaken in us a hunger for the food that 
satisfies both body and spirit, and with this food fill all the starving world; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
Congregation is seated  



WORD 
 

FIRST READING: Psalm 121 
I lift up my eyes to the hills—from where will my help come?  
My help comes from the Lord, who made heavens and earth. 
God will not let your foot be moved; God who keeps you will not slumber... 
The Lord will keep you from all evil; God will keep your life. 
The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in from this time on and 
forevermore. 
 
A. Word of God, word of life.                    C. Thanks be to God.  
 
A TIME FOR THE CHILD IN US ALL 
Children & Youth are invited forward for a special sermon time with Pastor Peggy. 

 
Congregation stands  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

GOSPEL: Matthew 21: 6-9 
P. The holy gospel according to Matthew.   C. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the 
donkey and the colt and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very 
large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the 
trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and 



that followed were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one 
who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
 
P. The gospel of the Lord.   C. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Congregation is seated  
 
SERMON                                                Protection           
 
Congregation stands  
 
HYMN OF THE DAY                           Christ Our Peace     ACS 1037 sing 5x through            
                                                                                (printed in the back of the bulletin)                                                                                                        
 
APOSTLE’S CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
        creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
       who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
       born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
       he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen.      
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
A. With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in 
need, and all of God’s creation. A brief silence. 
 
A. For your church in every place, that it satisfies those who hunger for your 
word. Bless the ministry of readers, translators, Bible study leaders, and 
writers, that God’s word is broken open and shared with all. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 



A. For your wondrous creation and all the bounty it provides, that your 
creatures are fed and nourished. Bless the work of farmers, farmworkers, 
those who fish, and all whose labor brings your abundance to our tables. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
A. For your children in every nation, that they learn to love justice and live in 
harmony. This week as we remember the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki, keep us mindful of the horrors of war; draw our hearts instead 
toward your reign of love, hope, and peace. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
A. For all who cry out with great sorrow and unceasing anguish, that they are 
comforted. Feed all who struggle with food insecurity; have mercy on all who 
are suffering in body, mind, and spirit. We pray especially for… those we name 
aloud… and those we hold in our hearts… Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
A. For this congregation, that it bears faithful witness to the abundance and joy 
of life in you. Bless all your faithful people gathered near and far, that they 
may become blessings for this community. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
A. With thanksgiving for the faithful who now rest in your mercy, that their 
witness continues to inspire the church. By their example, may we trust your 
promises in life and in death. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
P. Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we 
ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
BLESSING OF THE PRAYER SHAWLS 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P. The Peace of Christ be with you always.  
C. And also with you. 
P. Let us share with each other a sign of Christ’s peace.  
 
Congregation is seated  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MEAL 
 

OFFERTORY INVITATION 

Congregation stands 
 
OFFERTORY SONG      

 
 
 
 

Scan to give   
via Venmo  

Scan to give   
via Tithely  

Offering can be given by putting it in the offering 
plate when it is passed, online directly via the QR 
codes for Tithely or Venmo, or by requesting your 

bank to send a check to the church. Find more 
details on our website. 

Thank you for your generous gifts! 



OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A. Let us pray… Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help 
us take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste 
your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding 
with us now and forever. Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE & PREFACE OF THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P. The Lord be with you. 
C. And also with you. 
P. Lift up your hearts. 
C. We lift them to the Lord. 
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
P. It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks 
to you, 
Our Father, who art in heaven. 
 
Creator of heaven and earth. You formed us in your image and breathed into 
us the breath of life. When we turned away, and our love failed, your love 
remained steadfast. You delivered us from captivity, made covenant to be our 
sovereign God, and spoke to us through your prophets. 
Hallowed be thy name! 
 
And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy  (Sing 2x—English 1st time; Spanish 2nd time) 



Congregation is seated 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
P. Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. He came to teach us how 
close you are to us. He came to remind us that our work is this: 
Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 
And so, your Spirit anointed him to preach good news to the poor, to proclaim 
release to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty 
those who are oppressed, and to announce that the time had come when you 
would save your people. He healed the sick, fed the hungry, and ate with 
sinners.  
 
By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection you gave birth to your 
church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and made with us a new 
covenant by water and the Spirit. 
 
When the Lord Jesus ascended, he promised to be with us always, in the 
power of your Word and Holy Spirit. 
 
Jesus used the most common of items to remind us that all gifts come from 
God, including the gift of unending grace. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given 
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Even as he said these things, he knew that he would be betrayed. And yet he 
forgave. We ask for God’s help to accomplish this in our own lives: 
Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 
And so, in remembrance of your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves 
as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we 
proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 



The Holy Spirit gives us the courage to do the right thing even when it is 
difficult. We pray: 
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 
And so we ask you, God to pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and 
on these gifts of bread and wine. Make them be for us the body and blood of 

Christ, so that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his 

blood. 
 
By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in 
ministry to all the world, until Christ comes in final victory and we feast at his 
heavenly banquet. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever. 
 
Through your Son Jesus Christ with the Holy Spirit in your holy church, all 
honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER                                                                     version by Parker Palmer  
Heavenly Father, heavenly Mother, Holy and blessed is your true name.  
We pray for your reign of peace to come,  
We pray that your good will be done,  
Let heaven and earth become one.  
Give us this day the bread we need,  
Give it to those who have none.  
Let forgiveness flow like a river between us,  
From each one to each one.  
Lead us to holy innocence, Beyond the evil of our days —  
Come swiftly Mother, Father, come.  
For yours is the power and the glory and the mercy:  
Forever your name is All in One.  
Amen.  
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 Believing in the real presence of Christ, we practice Eucharistic hospitality. All 
baptized persons are welcome to Communion this morning. Please come forward, 
guided by the Ushers, to receive the bread and wine. Children are invited to the table 
for a blessing.  
 Gluten free and traditional wafers are available, please note this to Pastor 
Peggy when you come up. The bread is dairy and egg free. Grape juice is available in 
the second communion plate. As you return to your seat via the side aisles you can 
place your empty cup in the baskets on either side.  
 



P. The prayer that Jesus taught is also a template for how he lived, and how he 
invited us all to be part of his ministry of bringing a little “heaven on earth.”  
Remembering this prayer, we prepare ourselves to feast at the heavenly 
banquet on earth as it is in heaven. Let us come to the table. 
 
COMMUNION SONG  

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
After all have received Communion the congregation stands. 
 
TABLE BLESSING 
P. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 
in his grace. Amen. 
                              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                        



SONG AFTER COMMUNION 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A. Let us pray...Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine 
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, 
through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and 
forever. Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 

BENEDICTION 
P. God knows our words before they’re said, knows our need and we are fed. 
God gives us life, knows our ways, our strength, our path, for all our days; 
our strength, our path, for all our days. Go into the world with the assurance 
that God goes with you, Jesus prays for you, and the Spirit breathes through 

you ☩ all your days. Let all God’s people say, Amen! 
 
SENDING HYMN                      When Peace Like a River                              ELW 785             
                                                                                (printed in the back of the bulletin)    
 
DISMISSAL 
A. Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 
From All My Days WorshipDesignStudio.com and from Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2026 Augsburg 
Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
#SAS020048. Permission to reprint/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE #A-731656. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council 
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.   



Announcements for August 2nd, 2026 

Welcome to Holy Counselor Lutheran Church. May you experience 
the joy of God’s presence in our worship! 

If today is your first time worshiping at Holy Counselor, please be 
sure to fill out the “Guest Book” on the table in the narthex and take a 
welcome bag. Please ask our ushers any questions you may have regarding 
worship this morning. Large print bulletins are available. 

The Pray-ground is a special place to help support kids and families 
in worshiping. We love the sound of kids in worship! God made kids wiggly 
and curious, and we celebrate that here. Tips: explain, participate, and move 
around together. Need to leave? No problem, but please come back!  

Worship is live streamed to our church Facebook page, but the 
camera is pointed away during Communion and is not on the children when 
they come forward during A Time for the Child in Us All. Anyone on the altar 
is on camera. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

     Volunteers for Today’s Worship 
       Lay Asst.         Nancy Knecht 
       Ushers         Diane Rossi 
       Comm. Asst.       Volunteer needed 
       Tech         Mark Rossi 
       Tellers         Volunteer needed 

Refreshments    Volunteer needed 
 
                     ***** Join us for refreshments after worship***** 
 

THIS WEEK AT HOLY COUNSELOR 
Sunday, August 2: Outdoor Worship w/Communion, 9:30am 
                                  Prayer Shawl Blessing during worship 
Tuesday, August 4: Pastor’s Comm. Hours, Daily Bean, 12:30am-2:30pm 
Sunday, August 9: Outdoor Worship w/Communion & Baptism, 9:30am 
        
Pastor’s Community Office Hours: Pastor Peggy will be at Daily Bean, THIS, 
Tuesday, August 4th and Tuesday, August 25th from 12:30am-2:30pm for 
Community Office Hours. All are welcome to visit as she is present in the 
community. 
                                                     
 
   



Olive Tree Plant Sale: Jesus said, “I am the vine; you are the branches.” What a 
better way to keep this verse in mind than with an olive tree of your very own! 
Claire Speroni has a limited number of olive trees available. Suggested 
donation is $40-$60 with all donations going directly to our church missions 
and programs. Olive trees retail at local nurseries for $60+ Contact Claire 
directly to coordinate pick up/delivery to church or to see the selection.  
 
Summer Cabaret Performances: A Summer Cabaret Performances are just 
around the corner. Shows will be on August 14th at 7pm and August 15th at 
2pm & 7pm at HCLC directed by Damian Vince!  
 
Holy Humor Sunday: Holy Humor Sunday has become a fun tradition. We hope 
to see you at worship on August 30th for our 3rd Annual Holy Humor Sunday. 
Craig Peterson, the Associate Conference Minister from Pastor Peggy’s UCC 
Conference (basically the Assistant to the Bishop) will be joining us for worship 
that day as well.  
 
Make A Will Month: August is Make a Will month! Did you know you can 
include the church in your will? If you have a will or need help making one just 
ask. The ELCA has many resources on this topic, and Pastor Peggy would be 
happy to help point you in the right direction. Including HCLC in your will is as 
easy as adding 1 sentence: “I give and bequeath to Holy Counselor Lutheran 
Church (HCLC) whose legal address is 68 Sand Hill Road, Sussex, NJ 07461, the 
sum of $_____________ (or _____% of my residuary estate) for such purposes 
as HCLC shall determine are in the best interests of HCLC.” We would love to 
know if you have HCLC in your will. Thank you for supporting the future of 
HCLC with your heart of generosity!  
 
Blessing of the Backpacks and Technology: All students, teachers, and school 
staff are invited to bring their backpacks and/or technology to worship, for our 
last Sunday outside, on September 6th for a special blessing during worship. 
May you learn and grow in this new school year!  
 
Save the Date: Mark your calendar now for Sunday, September 13th. Not only 
will our church picnic be that day, but we will also be taking a church-wide 
picture, and we want everyone here for it!  
 
Register for Sunday School: Sunday School begins Sunday, September 20th! 
Sunday School is from 8:45-9:15am Sunday mornings before worship for ages 
3yrs old-6th grade. Register for the new program year via this link. Kristina 
Garnett, is our new Sunday School Coordinator! Connect with her or Pastor Peggy for 
help or with any questions.  

https://forms.gle/3weiLABCsmmZr41b8


Mid-Year Giving Statements: Mid-year giving statements were sent out mid-
July. Please review your statement for accuracy. Now is also a good time to 
check if you are on track to honor your intent for the year. If you have any 
questions regarding your statement or would like to request a printed copy, 
please speak with John Heeren. Thank you for your ongoing generosity!  
 
Food Pantry: Food items to help restock: 4-pack toilet paper, canned tuna, 
canned chili, canned corn, canned soup, canned green beans, canned fruit, 
mac & cheese, boxed potatoes, tuna helper, peanut butter, jelly, children’s 
juice boxes or pouches, kid’s snacks, shampoo. You can always bring donations 
of canned goods, paper goods, and hygiene products. All donations can be 
placed in the blue bin by the sanctuary doors. Thank you! 



GATHERING HYMN                                                                                           ELW 773 



HYMN OF THE DAY                                                             ACS 1037 sing 5x through            



SENDING HYMN                                                                                                ELW 785 





Contact Information 
(973) 827-5251 office 

www.hc-lutheranchurch.org 
 

The Reverend Peggy Ludlow: pastorpeggy@hc-lutheranchurch.org 
Director of Music: June Tarantino: music@hc-lutheranchurch.org 

Office Administrator: Cathy Nemecek: office@hc-lutheranchurch.org 
Bookkeeper: Wynn White: accounts@hc-lutheranchurch.org 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
As Children of God, 

we are called to share and serve 
Christ’s love and bring God’s word to all. 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL 
Pastor Rev. Peggy Ludlow 
President Nancy Knecht 

Vice President Frank Urbaniak 
Treasurer Claire Speroni 

 Recording Secretary Dawn McCormick 
Financial Secretary John Heeren 

Outreach Coordinator Francine Vince 
Nurture Coordinator Fred Schoenagel 

Administration Coordinator Diane Rossi  
 
 

PASTORAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
Kristina Heeren 

Pam Kucks 
Matt Moller 

Aileen Donovan 
 

Holy Counselor is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Munsee peo-
ple, and we give thanks for their presence here since time immemorial.  We also wish 

to recognize and honor our Indigenous siblings who have and continue to call this land 
their home.  


