
Service of the Word 
Third Sunday after Pentecost  

June 14th, 2026 

 
 

 
 

 

This Service of the Word derives its pattern from the service of Holy 
Communion. Although a weekly celebration of the Lord's Supper is the 
norm, a service of the word of God is also celebrated regularly or 
occasionally in many places.  

 
INTRODUCTION  
Moses tells the Israelites that they are called to be a priestly 
kingdom and a holy people. Jesus sends out the disciples as 
laborers into the harvest. In baptism we too are anointed for 
ministry, sharing God’s compassion with our needy world. From 
the Lord’s table we go forth to proclaim the good news, to heal 
the sick, and to share our bread with the hungry. 



GATHERING 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Congregation stands as you are able 
  
L. Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  
L. Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 
another.  
 
Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have 
turned from you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We 
are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us 
our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things 
we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by 
your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
L. In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for 
you, and for his sake God forgives you all your sins. To those who 
believe in Jesus Christ he gives the power to become the children 
of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN       God's Work, Our Hands 

(printed in bulletin)                                                 
  
THE GREETING 
L. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 
 
 



KYRIE 
A. In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
C. Lord, have mercy. 
A. For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 
the Lord. 
C. Lord, have mercy. 
A. For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 
church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
C. Lord, have mercy. 
A. For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and 
praise, let us pray to the Lord.  
C. Lord, have mercy. 
A. Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  
C. Amen 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE      

 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
L. God of compassion, you have opened the way for us and 
brought us to yourself. Pour your love into our hearts, that, 
overflowing with joy, we may freely share the blessings of your 
realm and faithfully proclaim the good news of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
Congregation is seated 



WORD 
 

FIRST READING: Exodus 19:2-8a 
2 [The Israelites] journeyed from Rephidim, entered the 
wilderness of Sinai, and camped in the wilderness; Israel camped 
there in front of the mountain.3 Then Moses went up to God; 
the LORD called to him from the mountain, “Thus you shall say to 
the house of Jacob and tell the Israelites: 4 ‘You have seen what I 
did to the Egyptians and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and 
brought you to myself. 5 Now, therefore, if you obey my voice and 
keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession out of all 
the peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is mine, 6 but you shall be 
for me a priestly kingdom and a holy nation.’ These are the words 
that you shall speak to the Israelites.” 
  7 So Moses went, summoned the elders of the people, and set 
before them all these words that the LORD had commanded 
him. 8a The people all answered as one, “Everything that 
the LORD has spoken we will do.” 
 
A. Word of God, word of life.         C. Thanks be to God.  
 
PSALM: Psalm 100 (read responsively) 
1 Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all you lands! 
  2 Serve the LORD with gladness; come into God’s 
presence with a song. 
 3 Know that the LORD is God, our maker to whom we belong; 
  we are God’s people and the sheep of God’s pasture.  
 4 Enter the gates of the LORD with thanksgiving and the courts 
with praise; 
  give thanks and bless God’s holy name. 
 5 Good indeed is the LORD, whose steadfast love is everlasting, 
  whose faithfulness endures from age to age.  
 
SECOND READING: Romans 5:1-8 
1 Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have obtained access to 



this grace in which we stand, and we boast in our hope of sharing 
the glory of God. 3 And not only that, but we also boast in our 
afflictions, knowing that affliction produces endurance, 4 and 
endurance produces character, and character produces 
hope, 5 and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love 
has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has 
been given to us. 
  6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for 
the ungodly. 7 Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous 
person—though perhaps for a good person someone might 
actually dare to die. 8 But God proves his love for us in that while 
we still were sinners Christ died for us. 
 
A. Word of God, word of life.                   C. Thanks be to God.  
 
Congregation stands  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL: Matthew 9:35-10:8 
L. The holy gospel according to Matthew.    
C. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
35 Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their 
synagogues and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and 
curing every disease and every sickness. 36 When he saw the 
crowds, he had compassion for them because they were harassed 
and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his 
disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are 
few; 38 therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers 
into his harvest.” 
  10:1 Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them 
authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every 
disease and every sickness. 2 These are the names of the twelve 
apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother 
Andrew; James son of Zebedee and his brother John; 3 Philip and 
Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son 
of Alphaeus and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Cananaean and Judas 
Iscariot, the one who betrayed him. 
  5 These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: 
“Do not take a road leading to gentiles, and do not enter a 
Samaritan town, 6 but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel. 7 As you go, proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of 
heaven has come near.’ 8 Cure the sick; raise the dead; cleanse 
those with a skin disease; cast out demons. You received without 
payment; give without payment.  
 
L. The gospel of the Lord.   C. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Congregation is seated  
 
SERMON REFLECTION                                Margaret Kranz 
 
Congregation stands  
 



HYMN OF THE DAY  Lord, You Give the Great Commission 
                                                                                (printed in bulletin)                 
 
APOSTLE’S CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
   he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen.            
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
A. Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church 
and the needs of the world.      A brief silence. 
  
A. God of freedom, you ransomed Israel from slavery to be a holy 
people. As we observe Juneteenth this coming week, free us also 
to be a people who proclaim your liberating love. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
  
A. God of creation, you call all the earth to make a joyful noise to 
you. Let us join the chorus of the natural world in proclaiming 
your glory. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
  



A. God of the nations, you sent Jesus as peace for all of 
humankind. Bring an end to war and conflict, bring hope to places 
devasted by destruction, and sustain those who advocate for 
peace. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
  
A. God of grace, you pour hope and love into our hearts in times 
of shame and doubt. Protect those experiencing housing 
insecurity. Uplift anyone struggling with hopelessness, illness, or 
other worries. We pray especially for… those we name aloud… 
and those we hold in our hearts... God of grace, hear our prayer. 
  
A. God of all, you call your children to serve in a plentiful harvest. 
Give us the wisdom to know how best to serve our local 
community and our neighbors. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
A. God of faith, we give thanks for the saints who earnestly seek 
you. Guide us as we seek to follow those who have led your 
church. God of grace, hear our prayer.  
 
L. Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken 
and unspoken prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
L. The Peace of Christ be with you always.  
C. And also with you. 
L. Let us share with each other a sign of Christ’s peace.  
 
Congregation is seated  
 
CHOIR ANTHEM     I Will Serve the Lord All My Days    

Price and Besig           
 

 
 
 



OFFERTORY INVITATION 
 

 
 
Congregation stands 
 
OFFERTORY SONG    

 
 

 
Congregation is seated 
 
 
 
 
 



THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
A. Let us pray... O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you 
that you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. 
Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and 
at the end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 
honor and glory forever. Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Congregation stands as you are able 
 

SENDING 
 
BENEDICTION 

L. Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold 
you today and always. Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN   Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises 

(printed in bulletin)                    
 
DISMISSAL 
A. Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
C. Thanks be to God. 
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Announcements for June 14th, 2026 
Welcome to Holy Counselor Lutheran Church. May you 

experience the joy of God’s presence in our worship! 
If today is your first time worshiping at Holy Counselor, 

please be sure to fill out the “Guest Book” on the table in the 
narthex and take a welcome bag. Please ask our ushers any 
questions you may have regarding worship this morning. Large 
print bulletins are available. 

The Pray-ground is a special place to help support kids 
and families in worshiping. We love the sound of kids in worship! 
God made kids wiggly and curious, and we celebrate that here. 
Tips: explain, participate, and move around together. Need to 
leave? No problem, but please come back!  

Worship is live streamed to our church Facebook page, but 
the camera is pointed away during Communion and is not on the 
children when they come forward during A Time for the Child in Us 
All. Anyone on the altar is on camera. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Altar flowers are in celebration of Sue Potzer’s birthday, 

 from the Potzer family 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

     Volunteers for Today’s Worship 
       Lay Asst.         Volunteer needed 
       Ushers         Volunteer needed 
       Comm. Asst.       Volunteer needed 
       Tech         Fred Schoenagel 
       Tellers         Volunteer needed 

Refreshments    Volunteer needed 
 
                     ***** Join us for refreshments after worship***** 
 

THIS WEEK AT HOLY COUNSELOR 
Sunday, June 14: Outdoor Worship, Service of the Word, 9:30am 
                               Choir Practice after worship 
              CANCELLED: Picnic at Crossroads, Port Murray, NJ, 3pm-7pm 
Sunday, June 21: Outside Worship/w Communion, 9:30am 
                                                               



Picnic at Crossroads- EVENT HAS BEEN CANCELLED. Our Synod Cluster 
is hosting a potluck picnic at Crossroads Camp (29 Pleasant Grove Rd, 
Port Murray, NJ 07865)  
 
Summer Worship Series: Beginning next Sunday, we will have an 8-week 
worship series called 'All of Our Days' focused on prayer, especially the 
Lord’s Prayer. An element of the series is praying with protestant prayer 
beads. Pick up a set of beads and the 8 weeks of prayer cards to use 
with your beads. Fun fact: The modern English word bead is derived 
from the Anglo-Saxon word bede, which means prayer.  
 
Flat Jesus: Get your Flat Jesus at church, color it, and take pictures of 
your adventures all summer long! Email your pictures to Pastor Peggy 
and she will post them on our social media. You can post them yourself 
and tag the church as well. Add the hashtag #FlatJesus and/or 
#JesusIsOnTheMove plus #HolyCounselorVernon and/or 
#VernonLutheranChurch  
 
Vacation Bible School: Invite your friends to our VBS: God’s Good 
Creation, July 20th-23rd from 1-4pm! We are also looking for volunteers 
to help with snacks, games, and more! Register today at 
myvbs.org/hclcvernon 

 
AED Donations: Our AED expired and a grant was obtained to help cover 
the costs of a new one! However, AEDs are quite expensive and the 
outstanding cost not covered by the grant is $1,349.98. If you would like 
to donate to help cover the cost of the new AED please note ‘AED’ with 
your donation. Thank you for helping our church be a safe place if an 
emergency ever occurred.  
 
Food Pantry: Food items to help restock: 4-pack toilet paper, pasta 
sauce, canned tuna, boxed cereal, canned chili, canned corn, canned 
green beans, peanut butter, jelly, children’s juice boxes or pouches, and 
body wash. All donations can be placed in the blue bin by the sanctuary 
doors. Thank you! 

https://www.myvbs.org/hclcvernon






 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Contact Information 
(973) 827-5251 office 

www.hc-lutheranchurch.org 
 

The Reverend Peggy Ludlow: pastorpeggy@hc-lutheranchurch.org 
Director of Music: June Tarantino: music@hc-lutheranchurch.org 

Office Administrator: Cathy Nemecek: office@hc-lutheranchurch.org 
Bookkeeper: Wynn White: accounts@hc-lutheranchurch.org 

 
MISSION STATEMENT 

As Children of God, we are called to share and serve Christ’s love and bring 
God’s word to all. 

 
CHURCH COUNCIL 

Pastor Rev. Peggy Ludlow 
President Nancy Knecht 

Vice President Frank Urbaniak 
Treasurer Claire Speroni 

Recording Secretary Dawn McCormick 
Financial Secretary John Heeren 

Outreach Coordinator Francine Vince 
Nurture Coordinator Fred Schoenagel 

Administration Coordinator Diane Rossi  
 

PASTORAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
Kristina Heeren 

Pam Kucks 
Matt Moller 

Aileen Donovan 
 

Holy Counselor is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the 
Munsee people, and we give thanks for their presence here since time 

immemorial. We also wish to recognize and honor our Indigenous siblings who 
have and continue to call this land their home. 

 

 


